
                                                                                  
 
 
Thunder Families, 
 
One year ago, on October 3, 2018, Tyler Adams’ family faced their worst 
nightmare when they were forced to say goodbye far too early to their 20-
year-old beloved son and brother. 
 
As a kid, Tyler was a stellar athlete, particularly as a baseball player for 
Thunder Baseball Academy. He began playing baseball at Thunder almost as 
soon as Thunder opened and became a constant presence both on the field 
and in the building.  When he wasn’t on the field practicing, he could be 
found just hitting or taking private lessons with Coach Darron or Coach Tom. 
 
During his many years at Thunder, Tyler was on “Lightning” and coached by 
Tom Dedin and Darron.  He had a very close relationship with both coaches 
and looked up to both.  Tyler was a catcher, primarily, although they 
discovered quickly that he was also a good pitcher, so he was always in the 
pitching rotation as well.  However, as good as he was at catching and 
pitching, Darron always used to say, “You can’t teach a kid to swing a bat 
the way he does.”   
 
Tyler was so fortunate to have so many great experiences at Thunder, with 
his coaches, his teammates, and with all the traveling we all did.  He got to 
play all over, with the highlights for a young kid being his time playing on 
campuses like OU, TCU, and Kansas State. 
 
At his core, Tyler had a huge heart. He was the first to step up if he knew of 
a friend in need, always putting others needs in front of his own. It only 
makes sense that we honor Tyler’s life and legacy through giving. 
 
Both as an athlete and then just as fashion preference, Tyler consistently 
loved shoes, particularly Nikes, specifically high tops.  On this, the first 
anniversary of his passing, we are celebrating Tyler’s life with an exciting 
new project. 
 
A Precious Child has launched the “In Tyler’s Shoes” campaign which will 
help put shoes on the feet of deserving children in need.  A Precious Child 
assists children and families facing difficult life challenges such as abuse and 
neglect, crisis situations and poverty.   
 
 



                                                                                  
 
 
 
We want to see everyone demonstrate Tyler-sized generosity and outfit as 
many communities out as we can with some shiny, new kicks.  Help us 
celebrate Tyler’s life, his love for shoes, and his beautiful, generous spirit. 
 
You can clink the link below and donate directly to the "In Tyler's Shoes" 
Campaign.  Money collected will be used to buy new athletic shoes for 
children in need. 
 
Or, if you would rather pick out and purchase a shiny new pair of shoes, feel 
free to do that as well.  You can drop off your shoes at Thunder in the yellow 
bins in the lobby or at A Precious Child (7051 W 118th Avenue, Broomfield 
CO).  Please note, if you would like a donation receipt for tax purposes, you 
will need to drop them off at A Precious Child.  
 
https://donate.apreciouschild.org/in-tylers-shoes 
 
Thank you all for your amazing support.  We can't wait to see deserving kids 
in their beautiful new shoes.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
call or text Tracy Adams, Tyler’s mom, at (303) 995-4386. You can also 
follow us on "In Tyler’s Shoes" on Facebook.  
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